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On a warm June evening, a red double-decker bus, full of passengers, speeds down a London

street. A few blocks away, a man and a woman climb into a limousine, reveling in a magical evening

of dancing and champagne. As their driver pulls into an intersection, the couple shares their first,

searching kiss. For a moment, etched in time, all stands still-until, in a flash of metal and glass, their

limousine is struck at full speed, crushed under the bus' tremendous weight. And a long journey

begins-toward healing, toward hope, toward dreams of an infinite future... Isabelle Forrester is the

exquisite wife of a prominent Parisian banker who has long since shut her out of his heart. For

lonely years, Isabelle has lived a life of isolation, pouring her passions into caring for her

desperately ill son, Teddy, and into making their Paris home as happy as possible for her teenage

daughter, Sophie. Isabelle allows herself one secret pleasure: a long-distance friendship by

telephone with an American man, a Washington power broker who travels in the highest circles of

politics and who, like Isabelle, is trapped in an empty marriage. To Bill Robinson, Isabelle is a

godsend, a woman of extraordinary beauty and intellectual curiosity-a kindred spirit who touches

him across the miles with her warmth and gentle empathy. Their relationship is a gift, a lifeline that

sustains them both through the heartache of marriages they cannot leave and will not betray.

Agreeing to meet for a few precious, innocent days in London, Isabelle and Bill find their friendship

changing. Then, amid the sudden crash of steel against steel, they are thrust onto a new path, a

path fraught with pain but also with possibility.Now, inside the cool, sterile wards of a London

hospital, Isabelle and Bill cling to life, their bodies shattered beyond repair. In the days and weeks

that follow, they slowly, painfully traverse a road to recovery littered with challenges of body, spirit,

and heart. Together, they must find the strength not only to embrace life again but to face what they

have left behind. For Isabelle, a loveless marriage turns into a brutal power struggle. For Bill, a time

of healing exposes wounds that cut deeper than steel and realities that will test him to the core. For

both, a tangle of changing relationships and the tradegy of anotherloss conspire to separate them

once again. And this time they could lose each other forever.In a novel that is as compelling as it is

passionate, Danielle Steel weaves a story of courage in the face of unimaginable loss. With the

grace of a master storyteller, she explores the strength it takes to conquer our greatest fears,

showing us how the toughest choices can yeild the most unexpected rewards...and how the longest,

most winding journeys can begin with a single kiss.
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First kisses are often explosive, but not all are quite as disaster-ridden as the one that propels

Steel's latest romance. Isabelle Forrester, elegant and refined wife of cold and indifferent

Paris-based banker Gordon Forrester, has spent most of her marriage caring for her desperately ill

teenage son, Teddy. Isolated in her Paris home, Isabelle's only comfort is her long-distance

friendship with millionaire Washington power broker Bill Robinson, also stuck in an empty marriage.

Isabelle and Bill, kindred spirits satisfied with their chaste relationship, agree to meet for a few

platonic days in London. Following an enchanting evening on the town, they head back to their hotel

in Bill's limousine. As the couple share their first, probing kiss, their car is struck by a speeding,

double-decker bus. The horrendous crash kills many and leaves both Isabelle and Bill in critical

condition. The long and arduous road to recovery is filled with both physical and emotional pain as

Bill must make decisions about his crumbling marriage and the future of his career, and Isabelle

must confront bitter truths about her husband. From adjoining hospital beds, they pledge their love

to one another, but then Isabelle heads back to Paris to tend her ailing son, and Bill returns to the

States for a stay at a rehabilitation center where he hopes to regain use of his legs. Will Isabelle

eventually leave her husband and reclaim her freedom? Will Bill ever walk again? Will the two soul

mates ever be reunited? Despite the wacky unlikeliness of the bus-crash plot device and the

his-and-her IVs, Steel pulls through with skillful plotting, steeping a gentle brew that will once again

gratify her legions of fans. Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to

the Hardcover edition.



Ignored by her Parisian banker husband, the beautiful Isabelle indulges in a long-distance friendship

via telephone with an American man. But of course all won't go well when they finally meet: at first

kiss, their limo is totaled by a bus. Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Wow!!!!!! It was riveting, start to finish,,,,, an emotional roller-coaster ride! The characters were all

splendid! Even Gordon! An amazing story! I was so moved by the intensive drama played out so

beautifully!

There was way too much conversation that dragged on, and many repeated quotes and

descriptions. The book was twice as thick as it needed to be especially with a small cast of

characters.

I enjoys the book couldn't put it down. But at the end of this book and most of Danielle's books I

always feel something is missing. Nothing happens to the husband. He throws her out and she just

leaves with nothing. Really. After 20 years. I just hate that the villains seem to behave badly without

consequences. There is never a believable confrontation or for that matter resolution.

A little slow in the beginning, but once into it was very good

Purchased as a gift

Bought this as a gift for my grandmother, she loves Danielle Steel novels and this was a perfect

addition to her collection!

Very exciting

Good vacation read.
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